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Stina, Cat Fire Update: Area closures lifted 

Fredonia, Ariz., Aug. 22, 2018 — For Immediate Release.  The Kaibab National Forest will lift all 

area closures this Thursday, August 23, at 8 a.m. due to the significant and widespread monsoonal 
moisture that occurred over both the Cat Fire and Stina Fire over the last 72 hours.  
 
“We encourage visitors to exercise caution, good judgment, and abide by the following recreational best 
practices,” said North Kaibab District Ranger Randall Walker. 
 
Potential risks in an area recently burned by wildfire include the following: 
 

 Storms resulting in flash flooding that could wash out roads, initiate debris flows and may entrap 
people at flooded stream courses. 

 Unsound burned trees (snags) that could fall or shed large limbs. 

 Eroded and very rough roads resulting in dangerous driving conditions. 

 Unstable terrain with potential for rolling debris (logs, rocks, boulders, etc.). 

 Burned out stump holes that could cause injury if stepped in. 

 Blowing dust on roads and hillsides. 
 
Visitors to the North Kaibab Ranger District are advised to follow these outdoor safety best practices: 
 

1. Know the weather forecast and check it frequently as conditions can change in a very short 
timeframe. 

2. Let someone outside of the area know exactly where you are and where you will be going daily. 
3. Do not park vehicles or camp in areas with burned snags or where potential flood waters would 

prevent escape. Know where you are in relation to drainages. 
4. During windy conditions, remain in open areas that are free of trees (both live and burned) as 

much as possible. 
5. If an area seems unsafe for any reason, leave. 
6. Have good maps and know where you are at all times. 
7. Keep a well-charged cell phone with you and check it frequently, so you know when you’re in an 

area where there is no coverage. 
8. Understand that there are many areas on public lands that are remote. It can take a very long 

time before responders can arrive if a rescue is required. The North Kaibab area is very remote. 
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For fire information on the Kaibab National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab and Inciweb under the 
name of the fire at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov or visit us on Facebook and Twitter @KaibabNF or call (928) 
635-8311 for recorded fire information. 
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A burned out stump hole in the Stina Fire area. Hazards such as these led forest officials to implement area 

closures around the Stina Fire and Cat Fire earlier this month. Burned trees pose multiple hazards to visitors 

recreating within a burn area. One of which includes burned out stump holes because fire does not just burn above 

ground; stumps and root systems are also consumed leaving holes and hollow areas below the ground. A person 

can easily stumble into these holes or have the earth give way above a burned-out root system. Immediately 

following a fire, these pockets may still be hot and pose a burn risk. Photo taken Aug. 11, 2018. Credit Kaibab 

National Forest. 
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Within areas where fire intensity may have varied, fire weakened trees can be deceiving as they may look healthy  

but could potentially fall at any time, even without wind. Photo taken Aug. 11, 2018. Credit Kaibab National Forest. 
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Fallen trees may get hung up in the branches of other trees and break away at a later time. Upper portions of the 

trunk and branches may have been partially consumed in the fire, yet still retain a fragile connection to the tree. 

These may break away from the main tree without warning, and wind will exacerbate the problem. Photo taken 

Aug. 2018. Credit Kaibab National Forest. 

 


