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Monsoons keep North Zone firefighters busy as lightning ignites multiple 
fires in Kaibab National Forest, Grand Canyon National Park 

Fredonia, Ariz., July 19, 2017 — For Immediate Release. Within the past week, North Zone fire 

personnel consisting of firefighters from the U.S. Forest Service and National Park Service have 

responded jointly to multiple lightning-caused wildfires located on both the North Rim of the Grand 

Canyon and adjacent North Kaibab Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest.  

Lightning-caused wildfires are a common occurrence during the monsoon season (typically late-June 

through late-July). Of the five fires sparked by monsoonal storms this week, two are being suppressed and 

three are being monitored.   

Monitoring a wildfire is a fire management tactic used by fire managers when strategizing an incident 

response, and contributing factors that help steer this decision-making process are often incident specific. 

Location, available resources, predicted weather, topography, air quality and predicted fire behavior are 

all factors that contribute to fire management decisions. 

“Each of these fires has received significant monsoonal moisture and are predicted to receive even more 

throughout the next week,” said North Zone Fire Management Officer Ed Hiatt. “This ebb and flow of 

monsoonal moisture allows us the necessary time to identify values at risk, assess potential planning area 

boundaries and gather other intelligence necessary to make sound tactical decisions so that we are ready 

to respond appropriately once fire activity dictates.”  

Fires currently in monitor status are: 

 The Haunted wildfire - burning in ponderosa pine fuel type located at the Outlet Peninsula on the 

North Rim of Grand Canyon National Park. The fire is approximately 3 acres in size. 

 

 The Pine Hollow wildfire - burning in ponderosa pine fuel type and debris left from the Pipeline 

Fire of 2009. The fire is west of Big Springs Field Station in the vicinity of Little Mountain and is 

approximately 5 acres in size. 

 

 The Crescent wildfire is burning north of the historic Kanabownits Lookout Tower in ponderosa 

pine and mixed conifer fuel types and is approximately 3 acres in size. 
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Additional fire activity updates will be provided as new information becomes available, and may be 

obtained through the following sources: 

 Kaibab National Forest Website: www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab  

 Grand Canyon National Park: www.nps.gov/grca/learn/management/firemanagement.htm  

 Kaibab National Forest Fire Information phone line: (928) 635-8311 

 Text Message – text ‘follow kaibabnf’ to 40404 

 Twitter: @KaibabNF 

 Facebook: @KaibabNF 
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