1. Patches:

Our team figure out some consistent edits about  use of verify_ref_format(). There are two examples   
here.  
Both of them insert if structure which checks the return value of verify_ref_format()  and print log messages for better exception handling. 
1) . Version: git 2.14.1 – git-2.14.2
       File: builtin/branch.c
-
if (!format)
-

format = to_free = build_format(filter, maxwidth, remote_prefix);
-
verify_ref_format(format);
+
if (!format->format)
+

format->format = to_free = build_format(filter, maxwidth, remote_prefix);
+
format->use_color = branch_use_color;
+
+
if (verify_ref_format(format))
+

die(_("unable to parse format string"));
2) . Version: git 2.14.1 – git-2.14.2
      File: builtin/tag.c
-
verify_ref_format(format);
+
if (verify_ref_format(format))
+

die(_("unable to parse format string"));
 
filter->with_commit_tag_algo = 1;
2. By searching the source code of git-2.14.2, we find one candidate that may also need log message inserted.  Its code is like this:

1)  File: git-2.14.2/builtin/for-each-ref.c
     1
static int diff_two(const char *file1, const char *label1,
     2


const char *file2, const char *label2)
     3
{
….
    48

if (HAS_MULTI_BITS(format.quote_style)) {
    49


error("more than one quoting style?");
    50


usage_with_options(for_each_ref_usage, opts);
    51

}
    52

if (verify_ref_format(&format))
    53


usage_with_options(for_each_ref_usage, opts);
….
}
