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Press Release

US Government, ImageLinks and Florida Tech developing Open Source Software for Remote Sensing and Mapping

Melbourne Fl, May 26, 2000:  ImageLinks, in collaboration with Federal Agencies and Florida Tech is developing Open Source software for satellite image processing and mapping.  The Open Source Software Image Map (OSSIM) experiment will be hosted on www.remotesensing.org and will demonstrate the application of open source software development techniques in meeting government requirements.

OSSIM, pronounced “awesome”, will leverage existing open source libraries, the efforts of contributing developers from industry, academia, and the government to develop new technologies, tools and libraries for the processing of satellite imagery and mapping applications.   The new software systems will support a number of operating systems including Linux, Windows, and the Macintosh.

The OSSIM experiment will initially focus on the development of a system for web based production and distribution of precision corrected satellite and aerial image maps.  Additionally, the system will support the manipulation and delivery of national maps and geo-spatial product formats.

“Open Source software development is a paradigm shift .  The quality and performance of the OSSIM code will clearly show the superiority of this approach”, says Mark Lucas, President and Chief  Technical Officer of ImageLinks.  “The US Government is looking for new and innovative ways to substantially reduce the cost of developing new technologies while enhancing security and reliability.  Open source software development holds enormous promise to meet those objectives.”
· “This approach allows academia to closely collaborate with industry and the government in research and development areas.  The open approach is a natural approach for universities that have traditionally published their research results,”  R.H. Cofer, PhD,  Florida Tech.

About ImageLinks

· ImageLinks provides value added processing for the commercial remote sensing industry.  Located in Melbourne Florida, ImageLinks produces a variety of  satellite and aerial imagery products for commercial flight simulators, geographic information systems, scientific analysis, and industrial applications.  ImageLinks hosts the open source activities at www.remotesensing.org.  The company web site is www.imagelinks.com , phone (321) 253 0011.

About Florida Tech

Florida Tech offers bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees in computer engineering and computer science, and bachelor's degrees in information systems and software development. The university was one of just two Florida institutions of higher education listed in Peterson's Top Colleges for Science and has been named as one of America's best colleges by U.S. News & World Report for eight consecutive years.

· Linux is a trademark of Linus Torvalds

Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation

· Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Corporation
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